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Ogden, Peter Skene. Jr. (1817- 1870) 
 
Peter was born on January 18, 1817 in Ile-a-la-Crosse, the son of HBC Chief Factor, 
Peter Skene Ogden and Marie Comtois (Comtois de Montigny, b. 1797). Peter was hired 
as an apprentice in 1835 and was promoted to Chief Trader in 1854. In 1843 he married 
Phrisine Brabant (b. 1827) and they had eleven children including seven daughters. One 
daughter, Sarah Ogden, married James Marsden Lindsay Alexander, a Scot and Chief 
Factor of the HBC.   

Peter Skene Ogden Jr. died of influenza on October 9, 1870 at Fort St. James along 
with his son Peter Ogden III. His daughters survived and married different fur traders 
who came to the district from outside the region. Margaret (b. 1849) married Scottish-
born Gavin Hamilton and the couple appear in the 1881 Census living with their thirteen 
children and Margaret’s mother, Francine, and sister, Mary (b. 1859). Sarah (b. 1852) 
married Scottish-born, HBC employee James M. L. Alexander and they appear in the 
1881 Census with their five children. Rachel (b. 1853) married HBC clerk Robert Hanley 
Hall in 1876. 
 
Children: 

• Peter Skene Ogden III b: 1844 in Northwest Canada. 
• Margaret Julia Ogden, b. 17 July 1845 in Fraser's Lake, Lewis Co., 

Oregon Territory (now British Columbia). 
• Adelaide Victoria Ogden, b: June 1849 in New Caledonia (now British 

Columbia). 
• Charles Griffin Ogden, b: 1851 in New Caledonia (1846-1858) (now 

British Columbia). 
• Sarah Julia Ogden b: c. 1853 in Stuart's Lake, New Caledonia (now 

British Columbia). 
• Rachel Sarah Ogden, b: 30 August 1855 in Stuart's Lake, New 

Caledonia (now British Columbia). 
• Christine Ogden, b: 15 October 1856 in Stuart's Lake, New Caledonia 

(now British Columbia). 
• Mary Elizabeth Ogden, b: 13 June 1858 in British Columbia. 
• Elizabeth Martha Ogden, b: 1861 in Fort St. James, British Columbia. 
• Isaac Ogden, b: 13 April 1862 in Fort St. James, British Columbia. 
• Henry Ogden, b: 30 May 1864 in Fort St. James, British Columbia. 
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Peter Skene Ogden Sr. was born in Quebec, 1790 to American Loyalists Isaac and 

Sarah Ogden.  Isaac Ogden was a Judge.  Peter Sr. joined the Northwest Company.  In his 
travels he married Marie Comtois a Cree woman, “à la façon du pays” according to the 
custom of the country in Ile-à-la Crosse, Saskatchewan in 1818.  Marie had two sons and 
died.    Peter Skene Ogden was transferred to the Columbia Department.  In 1845, he 
became one of a triumvirate of Chief Factors of the HBC managing the Forts with James 
Douglas and John McLoughlin.  He served on the board of governance of Fort Victoria. 
He died on September 27, 1854 in the Oregon Territory. 
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